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Must Know Drug List

Updated July 2022
This list is cumulative!!!  
For each drug, students are expected to know, cold, before the first day of clinical:

1) the drug class, 
2) mechanism of action, 
3) therapeutic uses, 
4) major side effects and interactions, and 
5) nursing actions 
To help motivate students to be prepared, each clinical course will have a quiz or drug exercise the first week.  Quizzes/Exercises will focus on that course’s drugs but also include drugs from previous semesters, since THIS LIST IS CUMULATIVE!!!!

Knowledge of these drugs is one of the clinical competencies, and points are awarded (and subtracted) for the application of that knowledge throughout the semester.

Students are still expected to be able to look up other drugs and are responsible for knowing all drugs they administer.
Juniors

Psych

1. Benztropine (Cogentin)

2. Fluphenazine (Prolixin)

3. Haloperidol (Haldol)

4. Risperidone (Risperdal)

5. Olanzapine (Zyprexa)

6. Quetiapine (Seroqul)

7. Clozapine (Clozaril)

8. Aripiprazole (Abilify) 

9. Paroxetine (Paxil)

10. Fluoxetine (Prozac)

11. Sertraline (Zoloft)

12. Venlafaxine (Effexor)

13. Desvenlafaxine (Pristiq)

14. Duloxetine (Cymbalta)

15. Bupropion HCL (Wellbutrin)

16. Nortriptyline (Pamelor)

17. Imipramine (Tofranil)

18. Levetiracetam (Keppra)

19. Valproic acid (Depakote)

20. Alprazolam (Xanax)

21. Lorazepam (Ativan)

22. Buspirone (Buspar)

23. Ziprasidone (Geodon)

Community
1. AZT

2. Rifampin

3. Isoniazid (INH)

4. Epivir

5. Bicillin

6. Concerta, Adderall, Ritalin

7. Strattera (atomoxetine)

8. Montelukast (Singulair)

9. Flonase (Fluticasone)

10. Amoxicillin-clavunalate (Augmentin)

Med-Surg I

1. Ferrous sulfate

2. Potassium Chloride

3. Magnesium Sulfate

4. Furosemide (Lasix)

5. Hydrochlorothiazide

6. Prednisone, methylprednisolone

7. Nitroglycerin, SL, paste, & Isosorbide dinitrate

8. Heparin

9. Enoxaparin (Lovenox)

10. Albuterol/Levalbuterol

11. Ipratropium (Atrovent)

12. Cefazolin (Ancef)

13. Azithromycin (Zithromax)

14. Promethazine (Phenergan)

15. Ondansetron (Zofran)

16. Pantoprazole (Protonix) (all PPIs)

17. Famotidine (Pepcid) (all H2 blockers)

18. Diphenoxylate/atropine (Lomotil)

19. Morphine

20. Thyroxine (Synthroid, Levothroid)

21. Alendronate (Fosamax)
22. Total Parenteral Nutrition (TPN, Hyper-AL, HAL)
Seniors 
Med-Surg II

1. Piperacillin-tazobactam (Zosyn)

2. Vancomycin (Vanco)

3. Ceftriaxone (Rocephin)

4. Ciprofloxacin (Cipro) & Levofloxacin (Levaquin)

5. Carvedilol (Coreg)

6. Losartan (Cozaar) (all –sartans generally)
7. Amlodipine (Norvasc)

8. Diltiazem (Cardizem)

9. Digoxin (Lanoxin)

10. Amiodarone (Cordarone)

11. Atropine

12. Carbamazepine (Tegretol)

13. Phenytoin (Dilantin)

14. Celecoxib (Celebrex)

15. Clopidogrel (Plavix)

16. Fondaparinux (Arixtra)

17. Dabigatran (Pradaxa)

18. Rivaroxaban (Xarelto)

Peds/OB

1. Oxytocin (Pitocin)

2. Brethine (terbutaline)

3. Cervidil (dinoprostone)

4. Folic Acid (Hemacyte F: folic acide/iron combo)

5. Rho(D) immune globulin (Rhogam)

6. Misoprostol  (Cytotec)

7. Erythromycin

8. Betamethasone

9. Lidocaine/prilocaine  (EMLA cream)

10. Dexamethasone (Decadron) 

11. Cefotaxime (Claforan)

12. Ampicillin 
Complex Care 

1. Epinephrine (Adrenalin)*
2. Norepinephrine (Levophed)*
3. Dopamine (Dopamine Hydrochloride)*
4. Vasopressin

5. Phenylephrine (Neosynephrine)*
6. Clonidine (Catapres)*
7. Phenobarbital*
8. Succinylcholine*/Etomidate (RSI drugs)
9. Ketamine

10. Fentanyl

11. Cisatracurium besilate (Nimbex)
12. Albumin (5% vs 25%)*
13. GPIIb/IIIA inhibitors (Eptifibatide (Integrillin) & Abciximab (ReoPro))
14. Tenecetplase/Alteplase (Tissue Plasminogen Activator (tPA)

15. Nicardipine (Cardene)

16. Propofol (Diprivan)

17. Dexmedetomidine hydrochloride (Precedex)

18. Midazolam Hydrochloride (Versed)

19. Mannitol (Mannitol)
20. Sodium bicarbonate
21. Lidocaine

22. Adenosine
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