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SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Undergraduate Nursing 
NUR 3343 Medical Surgical I: Theory (3 Credit Hours) 
Fall 2024 
Faculty:  Dr. Julie Bowser, PhD, RN, CSN  
 Associate Professor of Nursing 
  Office Location: Library #110 
  Office Hours: Monday 2-4pm 
  Email: julie_bowser@pba.edu 
Class Time: Monday 8-10:50 am         Location: OCE 117 
Course Description 
This is part one of a two course sequence providing a basis for the generalist graduate nurse. The concepts of health promotion, disease prevention, and disease process from NUR 2004 Fundamentals of Nursing Theory are developed and applied to diverse adult and older adult populations and their affected families within the Medical-Surgical clinical setting. This course incorporates pathophysiological and pharmacological principles from NUR 3013. The nursing process guides care for potential, acute, and chronic health care problems and wellness promotion. 
Prerequisite: NUR 2003; NUR 2023; NUR 2004; NUR 2012 
Corequisite: NUR 3013; NUR 3352  
Availability: Fall/Spring 
Textbooks/Learning Materials 
Required 
Ackley, B. J., Ladwig, G. B., & Makic, M.B. F. (2017). Nursing diagnosis handbook: A guide to planning care. (12th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Mosby. ISBN-13: 978-0323551120 
Hinkle, J., Cheever, K., & Overbaugh, K. (2022). Brunner & Suddarth’s textbook of medical-surgical nursing (15th ed.). Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer. ISBN: 978-1-9751-8677-7 (includes coursepoint plus which is required for the course) 
Holman, H. C., Williams, D., Johnson, J., Sommer, S., Ball, B. S., Wheeless, L., Leehy, P., & Lemon, T. (2019). RN adult medical surgical nursing: Review module (11.0 ed.). Assessment Technologies 
Institute. (Provided by the School of Nursing and can be accessed through the ATI website). 
Recommended 
Colgrove, K. C. (2021). Med-surg Success: NCLEX-Style Q&A Review (4th ed.). Philadelphia: F.A. Davis Company. ISBN-13: 9781719640534 
Silvestri, L. A. & Silvestri A.E. (2024). Saunders 2024-2053 Clinical Judgment and Test-Taking Strategies: Passing Nursing School and the NCLEX® Exam (8th ed.) St. Louis, MS: Elsevier. ISBN-13: 9780323874250 
Course Learning Outcomes 
Upon satisfactory completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
1. Integrate knowledge of various disease processes for selected adult and older adult physiological systems. QSEN : Evidenced-based Practice (EBP) 
2. Discuss evidenced based research in reference to adult disease processes and medical surgical nursing. QSEN: Evidenced-based Practice (EBP) 
3. Discuss theory, research-based knowledge from the arts, humanities, sciences and nursing to individualized care for adults, older adults, and families affected by selected disease processes. QSEN: Evidenced-based Practice (EBP) 
4. Apply the nursing process in the identification of physiological, psychological, sociocultural, developmental, and spiritual needs of adults and older adults experiencing disease processes and their affected families. QSEN : Patient-Centered Care 
5. Identify appropriate, culturally sensitive nursing interventions for adults, older adults, and their families. QSEN : Patient-Centered Care 
6. Discuss professional values (legal and ethical) and the Christian worldview in relation to the provider of care role. QSEN : Patient-Centered Care & Teamwork and Collaboration 
7. Discuss professional practice responsibility and accountability standards for the provider of care role. QSEN : Teamwork and Collaboration Measures of Outcomes: 
Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
1. Apply the nursing process to basic patient care and management of care with a holistic approach. 
2. Implement communication skills in a classroom setting that demonstrate respect for others in all regards including race, religion, and nationality 
3. Apply concepts of health promotion and wellness with planning and implementation of patient care. 
4. Develop a novice understanding of the nurse’s role as provider of care encompassing a holistic approach to healthcare delivery. 
5. Examine professional values (legal and ethical) and the Christian worldview in relation to foundational skills and assessment. 
6. Apply professional practice responsibility and accountability standards for the profession of nursing. 
7. Use provided technologies to support continual learning and reinforce course concepts. 
8. Apply concepts of health promotion and wellness to the planning and implementation of an individualized health and fitness plan (meets HHP 1061 general education requirement). 
This course meets the following Quality and Safety Education in Nursing (QSEN) competencies: 
Patient-Centered Care; Quality Improvement; Teamwork and Collaboration; Informatics 
Teaching/Learning Methods 
1. Lecture and discussion 
2. Online assignments 
3. Audio-Visual presentations 
4. Review of written case studies 
5. Simulation case studies 
6. Independent and group learning activities 
Requirements of the Course: 
· Read all assigned material prior to class. 
· Attend scheduled classes. 
· Be prepared and participate in the class discussion and activities. 
· Take all exams and quizzes. 
· Complete all assignments on time. 
Course Outline and Agenda: 
Please refer to the “NUR 3343 Course Schedule” that details course content, text readings and required assignments. Please refer to Canvas as well. NUR 3352 CL is also correlated with this course, so readings and assignments in that course will be concurrently relevant to theory. 
Credit Hour Policy 
The US Department of Education (DOE) requires that time spent on out-of-class course-related activities total at least 30 hours per credit hour (two hours per credit hour per week based on a 15-week schedule per DOE). The assignments listed below and out-of-class reading, research, interactive tutorials, study groups, or other activities comply with this DOE requirement. 
Evaluation: 
	Exams (Three worth 10% each) 
	30% 

	Final Exam – Comprehensive 
	25% 

	Quizzes (in class) 
	10% 

	CoursePoint and ATI Assignments 
	10% 

	ATI Practice Exams (A&B) and Proctored Standardized Exam 
	10% 

	Case Studies (Three worth 5% each) 
	15% 

	Total 
	100% 


Exams 
Tests must be completed during the allotted time. Those students who are tardy (10 minutes or greater) on the day of the test will not be permitted to enter the testing room and will be required to take a make-up exam. Students who miss an exam due to an excused absence will take a makeup exam in person within one week. The format of makeup exams and quizzes is at the professor’s discretion. 
***Students must inform the professor at least one hour prior to the exam of their absence from the test, and provide documentation prior to the retake (for example, a doctor’s note) for the absence. Failure to notify the professor in advance of the test and failure to provide documentation will be considered an unexcused absence and will result in a zero (0) for that exam. 
Each of the three exams is worth 10% (total 30% weighted average). The final exam is cumulative and is weighted at 25% of the course grade. The overall test average is a combination of the three exams (weighted at 30%) and the final exam (weighted at 25%). Please use a resource such as gradecalculator.com to calculate your overall test average. 
Tests are administered utilizing Honorlock. Webcam and/or Zoom proctoring may be considered and is at the professor’s discretion. Webcam etiquette requires that the student’s entire face be in view of the computer camera throughout the test, and their eyes may not stray from the screen. Also, a thorough environment check of the room, including showing the top and under the desk and “scratch paper,” must be performed. Failure to follow proctoring etiquette places the student at risk of receiving a “0” for the test and is at the professor’s discretion. 
All belongings must be placed in the front of the classroom/computer lab before the exam begins. No phones are permitted to be on your person and they must be completely turned off. 
Quizzes 
In class quizzes and Course Point content quizzes will be administered at the discretion of the professor. Quizzes will be based on course content and assigned online resources. There will be NO makeup in-class quizzes given due to unexcused absences or tardiness to class by 10 minutes or greater; students will receive a zero (0) for missed quizzes. 
CoursePoint Assignments 
Students will complete assignments through CoursePoint+. Assignments are due by the indicated due date (see Course Schedule/Canvas). Assignment grades in Canvas will be reflective of the grade achieved on the assignment in CoursePoint+. Late assignments will not be accepted and students will receive a zero (0) in the gradebook on Canvas. 
ATI Practice Exams (A&B) and Proctored Standardized Exam 
Please see the ATI rubric below and follow the instructions found on Canvas for ATI remediation. The exam policy as indicated above, applies for all ATI testing as well. 
Practice Assessments 
Students are required to take two (2) Practice Assessments (A & B) and one (1) Standardized 
Comprehensive Assessment this semester. To receive credit for the practice exams, students must complete the remediation plan as indicated by the professor prior to the assigned due date. Practice exams are each worth 2 points for a total of 4 points. Failure to complete the remediation for the practice exams as indicated, will result in a reduction of points, which will be at the discretion of the professor. 
Comprehensive Assessments 
Students are required to take a Comprehensive Assessment at the end of the semester. Points will be awarded based on the Level of Achievement and the completion of the appropriate remediation plan as indicated for that level (see chart below). Students who score below a Level 2 will be required to complete the remediation worksheets for each topic of deficiency, and complete a retest. Students who do not successfully achieve a Level 2 on the retest for this course must successfully complete NUR 4721 during the following semester in order to continue to progress in the program.  
Percentage Points Earned – Total Score 
Percentage points earned for the Practice exams, Standardized exam, and the Standardized Exam remediation, will be added together for a total score, with the best possible score being 10/10 percentage points. This total score will be recorded in the gradebook. The total score earned for ATI Practice and Standardized Exams is not included in the cumulative 75% overall test average (see Grading Scale). 
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Case Studies 
Please see the Case Study Assignment Guidelines attached below. Late assignments policy: All case studies are due by the date/time indicated by the professor unless the student consults with the professor at least 48 hours before the due date and makes prior arrangements for an excused late submission. Five 
 (5) points will be deducted for each day the assignment is late, after the third day, the assignment will be considered as a missed assignment and receive a zero (0). Students without an excused late submission will receive a zero (0) grade for the assignment. 
Case Study Assignment Guidelines 
Outcomes: 
· The application of theoretical knowledge to an actual or potential patient scenario. 
· Development of decision-making skills and critical thinking to analyze nursing situations. 
· Development of cognitive reasoning abilities. 
· The ability to integrate and build on prior course work in the application of the nursing process. 
Guidelines for Submission of Case Study assignments: 
Students are expected to use the nursing process (assessment, nursing diagnosis, planning, intervention, and evaluation) when answering the questions. Questions should be answered correctly and thoroughly. Answers will be presented in students’ own words and not a copy-and-paste verbatim of the textbook. All citations and references must be within the guidelines of evidence-based practice i.e. research article, textbook, and not older that five years and written in APA format. 
The due dates for each case study are stated in the schedule/Canvas and must be submitted on the due date no later than 11:59pm. As noted in the above outcomes, responses must reflect critical thinking, analysis of the nursing situation, knowledge of the nursing process and the integration of prior course work acquired thus far in the nursing program. 
For your case studies, please write a paper in APA format with your responses. Do NOT copy and paste questions or data from the case study assignment document. Use full sentences and write at a baccalaureate level. Label each section of your paper with a heading that reflects the question you are answering. Your paper should be between 2-3 pages, plus a cover page and reference page.
Case Study Rubric 
	Criterion 
	5 points 
Excellent 
	4 points  
Good 
	3 points 
Satisfactory 
	2 points  
Less than 
Satisfactory 
	1 point 
Unsatisfactory 
	0 points 
	Score 

	Completeness And 
Understanding 
	Responses are complete, insightful and analytical; exhibiting depth of knowledge from previous coursework and integration into the nursing process 
	Responses are complete, somewhat insightful and 
analytical; however, do not exhibit depth of 
knowledge but integrates into the nursing process 
	Responses are not complete but lacks some insight and analysis; limited integration of pervious course work into the nursing process 
	Did not reflect an understanding of the material; responses are very superficial. Did not integrate previous course work into the nursing process. 
	Responses not correctly answered; mostly copied from the book without demonstrating insight and analytic 
abilities; no 
integration of knowledge from 
previous coursework. 
	No attempt 
	  /5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evidence- based 
	Responses contain relevant and extensive research; clearly and thoroughly documents 3 sources of research information; sources are not older than five years 
	Responses contain relevant research; thoroughly documents 2 sources of research information; sources are not older than five years 
	Responses contain limited research; provides limited documentation of 1 research source or sources older than five 
years 
 
 
 
	Responses contain very minimal research and documentation or sources older than five years 
	Responses, if at all, contained 
 incomplete research 
and documentation or sources older than five years 
	No 
attempt 
	  / 5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 
	Writing abilities and APA 
Guidelines 
	Writing demonstrates a sophisticated clarity with:1) no spelling and grammatical errors; 2) information extremely well‐ organized in 23 pages. 
Uses 3) correct APA in 4) cover page and 5) reference page 
	Writing is proficient, clear, concise; no 
spelling or 
grammatical errors; information; well‐ organized. Uses APA guidelines accurately to cite sources on reference page; references with minimal error in formatting 
	Writing lacks  some clarity and contains some spelling and/or grammatical errors; some details are lacking and information is organized. Uses APA 
guidelines with minor violations to cite sources; references with 
error in formatting 
	Writing lacks clarity and conciseness; contains several spelling and/or grammatical errors; insufficient details and relevant data; information lacks organization. Reflects incomplete knowledge of APA 
guidelines 
	Writing is unclear, rambling, or contains serious errors; lacks detail and relevant data and information; poorly organized. Does not use APA guidelines 
	No 
attempt 
	  / 5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total: 
	 
	1 5 


Attendance/Class Participation 
Class attendance is expected and a requirement of this course. Excused absences relating to makeup quizzes, exams and assignments will be granted with proper documentation only. Refer to the 2023-2024 BSN Student Handbook for information regarding absences. Class participation is expected and required as well. It will be beneficial for the student to attend class prepared by reading the assigned material and completing the assignments before class. This will facilitate class discussions and activities relating to the material. 
Honorlock 
Honorlock will proctor your exams for this course. Honorlock is an online proctoring service. Honorlock is available 24/7, and all that is required is a computer, a working webcam/microphone, your ID, and a stable internet connection. To get started, you will need Google Chrome and download the Honorlock Chrome Extension. When you are ready to complete your assessment, log into Canvas, go to your course, and click on your exam. Clicking "Launch Proctoring" will begin the Honorlock authentication process, where you will take a picture of yourself, show your ID, and complete a scan of your room. 
Honorlock will be recording your exam session through your webcam, microphone, and recording your screen. Honorlock also has an integrity algorithm that can detect search-engine use, so please do not attempt to search for answers, even if it's on a secondary device. Honorlock support is available 24/7/365. If you encounter any issues, you may contact them through live chat on the support page or within the exam itself. Some guides you should review are Honorlock MSRs, Student FAQ, Honorlock Knowledge Base, and How to Use Honorlock. 
Additional Classroom Policies 
1. Check PBAU email and access Canvas daily. Canvas is the online platform for this course. 
2. Tests will only be made up for excused absences and must be made up within one week. The format of the makeup exam will be at the discretion of the professor. Refer to student handbook regarding attendance. Those students who are late for a test (tardy 10 minutes or greater) will also be required 
 
to take a make-up test. Tardiness is considered to be inappropriate professional behavior. Leaving class before it is over is in the same category as tardiness. If a student is absent, he/she is responsible for obtaining, in advance from a classmate, any notes and handouts. Students must be present and on time to class to take quizzes. 
3. It is expected that students will review, as needed, content from previous courses that have application to the current nursing topics (e.g. anatomy/physiology, human growth and development, etc.). 
4. Ethical Behavior: Nursing is a profession with a Code of Ethical conduct. Therefore, ethical behavior is expected of nursing students. You are responsible for your own work, and for presenting it with the sources referenced appropriately according to the APA Publication Manual. 
5. The policies are to be followed according to the current edition of the PBA School of Nursing Handbook 
Grading Scale 
Each faculty member has the responsibility and authority to establish his or her own grading policy in conjunction with the master syllabus and to provide it with the course syllabus. 
 
The following grading scale will be used for all School of Nursing courses. Students must achieve a minimum of a C in each nursing course. To be successful in this course the student must achieve a minimum of 75 cumulative percent on the following: Exam 1, Exam 2, Exam 3 and the comprehensive final exam. Quizzes and ATI Practice and Standardized tests are not included in the cumulative 75% overall test average. Refer to the methods of evaluation for the total 100% overall grade. 
	A 
	93 – 100 

	A- 
	90 – 92 

	B+ 
	87 – 89 

	B 
	84 – 86 

	B- 
	82 – 83 

	C+ 
	79 – 81 

	C 
	75 – 78 

	D 
	65-74 

	F 
	64-Below 


Last Day to Add/Drop Courses: January 12, 2024 
Last Day to Withdraw without Academic Penalty: March 28, 2024 
Additional Policies 
Computer Use Policy 
It is suggested that students be made aware of PBA’s computer policy (in areas of plagiarism, computer misuse, etc.) Reference can be made to the policy as stated in the Navigator and online. 
Dress Code 
Students are expected to adhere to PBA’s dress code policy as stated in the Navigator. 
Academic Integrity 
The expectation of Academic Integrity is one of the five core Community Values. This policy can be found in the Navigator. 
All students will fulfill the expectation of being academically honest in all their assignments. This means that students will do their own work as they read, write, research, and prepare projects. When working on a group project, each team member will accomplish the assigned work to the best of his or her ability. 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, fabrication and submission of work, all or any part of which was developed in response to the assignment of another professor or was created by a person other than the student submitting the assignment or working collaboratively with another student but claiming an individual effort. 
Plagiarism is the act of submitting the language or thoughts of another author as one’s own, without receiving authorization from or giving credit to the original author. An important part of college work is research, and the best way to avoid any hint of plagiarism is to understand how to cite sources. Any words, phrases, facts, or collections of data that do not originate with the student and that are not considered common knowledge must be cited, whether the student is paraphrasing, summarizing, or quoting. 
For the complete policy on Academic Integrity, please see “Academic Policies,” on the PBA website: http://catalog.pba.edu/content.php?catoid=41&navoid=2934 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 
Palm Beach Atlantic University complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act 
(ADAAA) of 2008, the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) of 1990, and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which ensures equal access and prohibits discrimination based on disability, as well as providing reasonable and appropriate accommodation for qualified individuals with disabilities.  
Students with questions about their entitlement to benefits or grievances under these statutes should contact the Office of Academic and Accessibility Resources (OAAR), at (561) 803-2061 or accessibility@pba.edu. The OAAR is located on the Lower Level of the Lassiter Rotunda in the Warren Library.  
Accommodations will be provided only after the student has officially registered and completed the process with OAAR. The student is responsible for self-identifying with OAAR and providing each course instructor with a copy of the approved accommodations plan for activation immediately after receiving it. Please keep in mind that accommodations are not retroactive. 
Online Resources  
PBA uses the Canvas Learning Management System (LMS) for many of our course resources. To access Canvas, log into myPBA, and click Canvas under Quick Links on the left side. If myPBA is down, you may access Canvas by visiting https://canvas.pba.edu and logging in with your PBA username and password. You may also access Canvas by downloading the Canvas Student app from the store on any mobile device.  
To reset your PBA password, use the Password Reset Quick Link on myPBA. For assistance with resetting your password, call the PBA Help Desk at 561-803-2027 (choose option 1, then option 1 to speak to someone) or email Help_Desk@pba.edu.  
 
For 24/7 assistance with Canvas, call Canvas Support at 1-844-766-9909 or chat live online. Click Help in the blue navigation menu in Canvas for other resources. You may also contact PBA’s eLearning Department by emailing OnlineHelp@pba.edu or calling 561-803-2652. 
For other resources available at PBA, such as myPBA, the Warren Library, Center for Writing Excellence, and tutoring and academic support, click Student Resources in the white course menu on the left. 
Hurricane Preparedness: 
Palm Beach Atlantic University has plans in place to help students, faculty and staff prepare for the approach of a tropical storm or hurricane. Our plans include: 
· Notification of class cancellations or campus closings prior to the storm 
· Information updates during the storm 
· Reports on power outages or damage to campus facilities as a result of the storm 
· Information on reopening campus and resumption of classes 
University information is communicated through several official sources: e-mail list serves, the PBA website (www.pba.edu), campus cable system, campus telephone system, information lines, the main PBA Facebook page and the main PBA Twitter account. Campus Safety and Security: (561) 803-2500 
***In the event of a hurricane, students will be notified of a contingency plan specific to their course. These plans will be relayed to the students via email and/or the Canvas platform. 
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